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Pope’s four options for Law
Vatican could install
deputy or successor;
Boston cardinal offered
for second time to resign

Dec. 12 -- The financial consequences of the sex 
abuse scandals may force Cardinal Bernard 
Law’s resignation as soon as Friday in Rome. 
NBC’s Anne Thompson reports.

NBC, MSNBC AND NEWS SERVICES

News
 

• Bush denounces Lott's 
remarks
• U.S.: Iraq declaration full 
of holes
• Intelligence: Iran building 
nuke sites
• WashPost: Lott has 
moved little on civil rights

 
Readers' Choice
 

• Smallpox: What you need 
to know
• The World According to 
Google
• Elaborate credit card con 
still works
• ‘Trek’ science shows its 
human side

 
MSNBC's Top News
 

• Bush denounces Lott's 
remarks
• U.S.: Iraq declaration full 
of holes
• Intelligence: Iran building 

Search the Web:

powered by MSN Search

http://216.239.33.100/search?q=cache:SXVx6pyayZ0J:www.msnbc.com....asp%3F0cv%3DCB10+site:www.msnbc.com+smoking+gun&hl=en&ie=UTF-8 (1 of 8) [14/12/2002 8:59:09 AM]

http://www.google.com/help/features.html#cached
http://www.msnbc.com/news/844789.asp?0cv=CB10
http://www.msnbc.com/news/844789.asp?0cv=CB10
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/00
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/01
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/02
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/03
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/04
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/05
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/06
http://g.msn.com/0nwenus0/AE/14
http://www.msnbc.com/
http://www.msnbc.com/news/default.asp
http://go.msn.com/npl/msnt.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/m/c/sh/s.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/WEA_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/OP_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/OA_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/HEALTH_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/TRAV-MAIN_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/LIV_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/TECH_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/SPT_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/COM_Front.asp
http://www.msnbc.com/news/NEWS_Front.asp
http://ads.msn.com/ads/adredir.asp?image=/ads/NBCQDB/0013941F0001_TR.gif&url=http://www.qwestdex.com/cgi/msnbc/search.fcg%3Ffrom=MSN4
javascript:m_OpenMPV3('V','nn_thompson_law_021212','','','','')
javascript:m_OpenMPV3('V','nn_thompson_law_021212','','','','')
http://windowsmedia.com/download
http://www.msnbc.com/news/845511.asp?0sl=-10
http://www.msnbc.com/news/845511.asp?0sl=-10
http://www.msnbc.com/news/847031.asp?0sl=-11
http://www.msnbc.com/news/847031.asp?0sl=-11
http://www.msnbc.com/news/846867.asp?0sl=-12
http://www.msnbc.com/news/846867.asp?0sl=-12
http://www.msnbc.com/news/846990.asp?0sl=-13
http://www.msnbc.com/news/846990.asp?0sl=-13
http://www.msnbc.com/news/819847.asp?0sl=-41
http://www.msnbc.com/news/819847.asp?0sl=-41
http://www.msnbc.com/news/844175.asp?0sl=-42
http://www.msnbc.com/news/844175.asp?0sl=-42
http://www.msnbc.com/news/844216.asp?0sl=-43
http://www.msnbc.com/news/844216.asp?0sl=-43
http://www.msnbc.com/news/845968.asp?0sl=-44
http://www.msnbc.com/news/845968.asp?0sl=-44
http://www.msnbc.com/news/845511.asp?0sl=-30
http://www.msnbc.com/news/845511.asp?0sl=-30
http://www.msnbc.com/news/847031.asp?0sl=-31
http://www.msnbc.com/news/847031.asp?0sl=-31
http://www.msnbc.com/news/846867.asp?0sl=-32


Pope’s four options for Law 

Dec. 12 —  A Vatican spokesman said Thursday 
that any decision on the future of embattled 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Bernard Law 
would be announced in Rome, and NBC News 
and other sources have learned that Pope John 
Paul II has four options for dealing with Law. 
But the suddenness of Law’s trip to Rome — a 
day after he was subpoenaed by a grand jury — 
also fueled speculation that new disclosures of 
sexual wrongdoing by priests under his charge, 
and the financial threat arising from lawsuits, 
had led church officials to conclude that Law’s 
resignation is a necessity.
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       VATICAN SPOKESMAN Joaquin Navarro-Valls said that 
a meeting between Law and the pope, who under church law is 
the only official who can accept or reject an archbishop’s 
resignation, could occur Friday. Vatican sources who spoke 
with NBC News on condition of anonymity said Thursday that 
the archbishop had reiterated his offer to step down in 
conversations this week with senior church officials. The pope 
rejected a similar offer in April.
       Insiders tell NBC that Law has discussed a possible 
resignation with other cardinals at the Vatican but has yet to 
make an official request to the pope. If that occurs on Friday, 
the pope will have four choices:

 To name a successor who would take over the Boston 
Archdiocese immediately;

 To appoint a successor who takes a position called “co-
adjutor” — a type of co-pilot who would share control with 
Law until he left and then would take over;

 To take no action and send Law back to his post.
 To appoint an “apostolic administrator.” Law would resign, 

and this Vatican envoy would be in charge of Boston’s church 
for an indefinite period until a new archbishop is permanently 
assigned. This last option is the one that sources said the pope is 
most likely to choose.
       
SUBPOENA IS NEW ELEMENT
       The possibility that criminal charges could be brought 
against Law and other church leaders in the United States added 
a new element into the debate over the archbishop’s future. 

Cardinal Bernard Law        Law left on an unexpected trip 
to the Vatican a day after he was 
subpoenaed by a grand jury 
investigating possible criminal 
violations by church officials who 
supervised priests accused of child 
sexual abuse, The Boston Globe 
reported Thursday. 
       The Globe, quoting anonymous 
sources familiar with the 
investigation, said that state 
troopers delivered the subpoena to 

Law’s Brighton, Mass., residence 
on Friday. The embattled archbishop left for Washington later 
that day and unexpectedly flew to Rome for consultations with 
Vatican officials Saturday.
       
5 MORE SUBPOENAS DELIVERED
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       Law is said to be consulting with senior church officials on 
a plan to have the Boston Archdiocese declare bankruptcy if 
necessary to stave off financial ruin arising from lawsuits filed 
by alleged victims of the priests.
       The Globe said that in addition to Law, subpoenas were 
delivered to more than five U.S. bishops: Thomas Daily of 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; John McCormack of Manchester, N.H.; Alfred 
Hughes of New Orleans; Robert Banks of Green Bay, Wis., and 
Bishop William Murphy of Rockville Centre, N.Y. At least one 
other bishop whose identity was not known and several priests 
who assisted Law in dealing with the sex abuse crisis also were 
subpoenaed, the Globe said.
       Archdiocese officials had no immediate comment on the 
report. Law’s attorney, J. Owen Todd, did not return telephone 
calls.
       
PROSECUTOR VOWS TO DIG DEEP 

Advertisement        At a news conference Thursday, Massachusetts Attorney 
General Thomas Reilly said that grand jury secrecy laws 
prevent him from confirming that individuals had been 
subpoenaed. But he said he was determined to use the grand 
jury, which also has demanded church records, to get to the 
bottom of the scandal and ensure that the state’s young 
Catholics are safe.
       “I’m not going to make a final decision on criminal charges 
until I have all the facts. … That’s why I authorized the grand 
jury,” he said.
       Reilly also said that Law’s resignation, if it happens, will 
not affect his investigation. 
       “This is a situation that has gone on for decades, perhaps 
generations,” he said. “… This is an institutional problem that 
is far beyond one person.”
       The Globe said that prosecutors have examined the 
possibility of indicting church officials on charges of civil 
rights violations or conspiracy, though it’s not clear whether 
those charges could be applied. It said that more attention was 
being devoted to the issue of whether Law and the bishops 
could be charged as accessories to the sexual abuse.
       Such a charge would require proof that the church officials 
had intended that the priests under their supervision molest 
children and also would run into statute of limitations problems 
in most cases, the Globe reported.
       
NEW CALL FOR RESIGNATION
       Law had come under increasing pressure to step down in 
recent days. On Wednesday a prominent lay Catholic reform 
group, Voice of the Faithful, joined the calls for Law to resign.
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       Members of the group, which has been banned from 
meeting in most parishes by bishops skeptical of their motives, 
said during a meeting in Newton, Mass., that recent revelations 
detailing the extent of the abuse crisis had left them with no 
choice but to publicly declare the archdiocese in need of new 
leadership. 
       Law’s leadership is a “moral cancer,” said Jim Post, 
president of Voice of the Faithful. He said that in recent weeks 
the scandal “has accelerated in dangerous and unprecedented 
ways.” 
       
‘REVOLT’ SEEN IN ARCHDIOCESE 

The scandal has 
lately widened 
following revelations 
of child sexual abuse, 
adulterous 
relationships and 
drug use involving 
archdiocese clergy. 

       Catholic theologians and historians have used terms like 
“revolt” and “rebellion” to describe the situation in the 
archdiocese after a letter was delivered to Law’s residence 
Monday in which 58 priests asked him to step down. It was the 
first time that a group of clergy formally called for Law to 
resign after it emerged that he and other church leaders shuttled 
priests accused of pedophilia from parish to parish. 
       NBC affiliate WHDH-TV in Boston reported Wednesday 
that more than a dozen other priests intended to add their names 
to the letter. The Rev. Robert Bullock of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church in Sharon said he expected the group that sent the letter, 
the Boston Priests Forum, to discuss a second letter, which 
would be more widely circulated. 
       The scandal erupted earlier this year when files in the case 
of defrocked priest John Geoghan, a convicted pedophile, 
showed that Law knew of accusations against him but instead 
chose to transfer him from parish to parish without warning 
parents. 
       In the intervening months, it has spiraled into a much wider 
scandal following revelations of child sexual abuse, adulterous 
relationships and drug use involving archdiocese clergy, and 
more accusations that church leaders reassigned priests with 
records of sexual misconduct.
       
‘SMOKING GUN’ ALLEGED
       Critics of Law claimed Tuesday that they had uncovered a 
“smoking gun” that showed that Law and other U.S. Catholic 
leaders who have been accused of covering up sex-abuse 
allegations were acting on the pope’s orders.
       A group called the Coalition of Catholics and Survivors 
said it had come across the document from among thousands of 
personnel files the Boston archdiocese made public last week. 
A court hearing lawsuits against the archdiocese had ordered 
the release.
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       In the document, John Paul says that a defrocked Catholic 
priest who had a history of molesting boys should leave the 
areas where his “condition” was known — or stay put as long 
as it caused no scandal.
       “That would explain why [other] bishops have done the 
same thing as Cardinal Law — they’ve moved sexual offenders 
from parish to parish without notifying the parishioners,” said 
Joseph Gallagher, a co-founder of the group.
       The document, dated May 25, 1999, is a translation of the 
pope’s order removing Robert Burns, a convicted pedophile, 
from the priesthood.
       Donna Morrissey, a Boston archdiocese spokeswoman, 
said she could not comment on matters of litigation.
       
‘SCANDAL’ IN PERSONNEL FILE 

‘Now, for the first 
time, we’ve seen 
documents from the 
Vatican that 
emphasize the word 
that we’ve seen so 
often here in Boston: 
“scandal.” ’ 
— RODERICK MACLEISH
Boston attorney 

       Roderick MacLeish, a Boston lawyer who last week 
released the archdiocese’s file on Burns along with those of 
other priests accused of sexual misconduct, said the order was 
noteworthy not only because it was relatively recent but also 
because of its use of the word “scandal.”
       “Now, for the first time, we’ve seen documents from the 
Vatican that emphasize the word that we’ve seen so often here 
in Boston: ‘scandal,’” MacLeish said.
       “This document says he is to be relocated to another place 
where presumably they wouldn’t know about him, unless the 
bishop or the cardinal of the appropriate diocese determines it 
will cause no scandal,” he said. “What about the children?”
       At the time the memo was written, the archdiocese said it 
was aware of at least six young men whom Burns allegedly 
molested while he worked in Boston from 1982 to 1991.
       Burns came to Boston from the diocese of Youngstown, 
Ohio, where his problem had been noticed.
       Burns pleaded guilty in 1996 to criminal charges that he 
had sexually assaulted two boys in New Hampshire. He was 
sentenced to two consecutive four- to eight-year terms in jail.
       Meanwhile, a central figure of the scandal, the Rev. Paul 
Shanley, posted $300,000 cash bail Wednesday. Shanley, 71, 
has been charged in Boston with 10 counts of child rape and six 
counts of indecent assault and battery for allegedly abusing 
boys at a church in Newton from 1979 to 1989.
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       NBC’s Stephen Weeke, NBC’s Kelly O’Donnell in Rome, 
MSNBC.com’s Mike Brunker and Alex Johnson, and The 
Associated Press and Reuters contributed to this report.
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Latest Abuse Revelations Stun Boston
 In a community where Catholics thought they'd heard it all, the new disclosures 

leave the faithful reeling. Many blame the archbishop.
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By Elizabeth Mehren, Times Staff Writer

BOSTON -- A longtime parishioner telephoned Father 
Walter Cuenin early Wednesday at Our Lady Help of 
Christians Church. After the latest disclosures about how 
the Roman Catholic archdiocese here covered up clerical 
sexual abuse for decades, she told her priest, she had no 
choice but to leave the church.

Not the parish, she stressed. The faith.

"It seems to me that we are in total disarray," said Cuenin, 
adding that he too was struggling to process the 
descriptions of sordid behavior contained in thousands of 
pages of church documents made public Tuesday. He 
learned from the new material that one of his seminary 
classmates had earned the sobriquet "Father Pothead" 
because of his habit of supplying drugs to members of 
Catholic youth groups.

Around Boston on Wednesday, Catholics who thought 
they had heard it all were reeling. After nearly a year of crisis, church officials here 
were speaking as recently as last week about healing. Cardinal Bernard Law paid an 
unprecedented visit to a gathering of clerical-abuse survivors. He met with leaders of 
Voice of the Faithful, a breakaway Catholic organization that he had steadily 
denounced after it emerged in January in response to the scandal.

Then a new bombshell hit in the form of 11,000 pages of confidential church records 
ordered released as part of a series of civil suits against Law and the archdiocese. 
Encompassing the case histories of eight priests over a 40-year period, the first 2,200 
pages of these documents were made public Tuesday. These once-secret personnel 
files both broadened the range of offenses committed by priests and implicated 
virtually every bishop and archbishop who worked in Boston in the last four decades.

"Just when we thought we had heard the worst, we hear more," said Thomas H. 
Groome, a theology professor at Boston College. "This scandal weighs heavily upon 
us."

So powerful are the emotions wracking many Catholics here, said Voice of the 
Faithful spokesman Mike Emerton, that "I almost think there needs to be a new word 
to portray our actual feelings. It would be a word that encompasses anger, sadness, 
outrage, shock and shame. I don't think that word exists yet."

Surveys taken in October at many parishes in the nation's fourth-largest archdiocese 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t
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show that Mass attendance is down by 20% or more over the same time last year. 
Weekly collections also have dropped, and giving to the annual Cardinal's Fund has 
plummeted.

Much of the animus is aimed at Law. The country's senior Catholic prelate dodges 
pickets outside Holy Cross Cathedral by entering through a rear door before Mass. 
And he canceled his annual spring garden party, traditionally a top event on Boston's 
busy social calendar.

The cardinal has sat through days of depositions in lawsuits brought by hundreds of 
alleged abuse victims. Excerpts of his testimony have circulated like best-selling 
reading material.

Law spent months after the scandal broke insisting that underlings were responsible 
for transferring deviant priests from parish to parish. Recently, he stood before the 
sparse congregation that attends his weekly Mass at the cathedral and offered a near-
abject apology.

But Law's name and signature appear over and over in the documents released here. In 
some cases, he sends upbeat messages to priests accused of terrible activities.

"I think the thing that surprises me most is that Cardinal Law is still here," said 
Rodney Ford, whose son Greg allegedly was raped for years by retired priest Paul 
Shanley. "What kind of man is he?"

Joe Gallagher, founder of Boston's Coalition of Catholics and Survivors, said the 
latest revelations further weaken the cardinal's credibility.

"It is inconceivable to me that a guy who has had 18 years to fix it, and now says he is 
going to fix it, will fix it," Gallagher said.

Groome said his e-mail at Boston College contained many new messages Wednesday 
calling for Law's resignation.

"But if he hasn't resigned by now, I doubt if he will do it now," said Groome, author 
of "What Makes Us Catholic: Eight Gifts for Life."

The new evidence about abusive priests and the hierarchy that protected them comes 
just days after reports surfaced that the Boston archdiocese may file for bankruptcy 
protection to minimize costly settlements with survivors. (An archdiocesan financial 
panel Wednesday gave the green light for such a filing, should church leaders deem it 
necessary.)

But Emerton, of Voice of the Faithful, said the real issue goes beyond financial 
solvency.

"What we've seen with these new documents is complete moral bankruptcy across the 
board," he said. "And this ranges from priests in the parish engaging in drug abuse or 
the beating of individuals to the bishops who have actively known of their problems, 
but yet repeatedly transferred them into new parishes without alerting the 
community."

Reams of new documents -- close to 10,000 additional pages -- will be released by 
plaintiffs' lawyers in coming weeks. Far from disquieting, for some Catholics here the 
prospect of taking the lid off more church secrets is a welcome development.

"Jesus said someplace in the Gospel -- Luke, Chapter 12, Verse 2 -- that what is 
concealed will be revealed," Groome said. "It looks as if that is what is happening to 
us. There will be a deep purging. And hopefully, it will be a crucifixion before a 
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resurrection."

At his church in Newton, outside Boston, Cuenin said he was writing a note to the 
woman who was leaving the church.

"I am asking her to keep the lines of communication open," the priest said. "Maybe 
down the road there might be some possibility for healing."

If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives.

Click here for article licensing and reprint options
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Sex policy order a 'smoking gun' pointing at 
Vatican 

12.12.2002

BOSTON - A document from the files of the Boston 
archdiocese indicates that Vatican policy stressed avoiding 
scandal over the safety of children, church critics said 
yesterday. 

The 1999 document, among a torrent of personnel files from 
the archdiocese that have been made public, indicated that 
Pope John Paul said a defrocked Catholic priest who had a 
history of molesting boys should leave the areas where his 
"condition" was known - or stay put as long as it caused no 
scandal. 

As Cardinal Bernard Law, head of the Boston archdiocese, 
remained in Rome and priests revolted over his handling of 
clergy sexual abuse, Joseph Gallagher, co-founder of the 
Coalition of Catholics and Survivors in Wellesley, 
Massachusetts, said the document was the "smoking gun" 
that spelled out the Vatican's policy of placing image ahead 
of child welfare. 

"That would explain why other bishops have done the same 
thing as Cardinal Law," he said. "They've moved sexual 
offenders from parish to parish without notifying the 
parishioners." 

The May 25 document is a translation of the Pope's order 
removing Robert Burns, a convicted paedophile, from the 
priesthood. 

Donna Morrissey, a spokeswoman for the archdiocese of 
Boston, referred questions about Vatican policy to the Holy 
See. 

Officials at the Vatican's embassy in Washington were not 
immediately available for comment. 

The file on Burns contained not only lurid revelations about 
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the priest's behaviour but also said Law told the Vatican that 
his archdiocese had assigned Burns to two parishes even 
though it knew of his "proclivity" towards molesting boys. 

In his 1999 order defrocking Burns, the Pope said the former 
priest "ought to live away from the places where his previous 
condition is known". 

But the Pope's order also offered the man's religious 
superior, or "ordinary", an alternative to forcing Burns to 
abandon the areas where his condition was known. 

"The local ordinary ... is able to dispense from this clause of 
the decree if it is foreseen that the presence of the suppliant 
will cause no scandal," the document said. 

Roderick MacLeish, a Boston lawyer who last week released 
the archdiocese's file on Burns along with those of other 
priests accused of sexual misconduct, said the order was 
noteworthy not only because it was relatively recent but also 
because of its use of the word "scandal". 

"For the first time we've seen documents from the Vatican 
that emphasise the word that we've seen so often here in 
Boston - 'scandal'," MacLeish said. 

"This document says he is to be relocated to another place 
where presumably they wouldn't know about him, unless the 
bishop or the cardinal of the appropriate diocese determines 
it will cause no scandal. What about the children?" 

MacLeish has said the files, which a judge ordered the 
archdiocese to turn over, help to prove a central claim in his 
lawsuits against the archdiocese: that the Church reassigned 
priests accused of sexual abuse without warning 
parishioners. 

The Pope's order came in response to a memo Law wrote to 
the Vatican in which he explained that the archdiocese had 
assigned Burns to two Boston parishes even though it had 
been advised by a centre for troubled priests that the man 
should not be given a job that would put him in contact with 
children because of his history. 

"This propensity was known to officials within the 
Archdiocese of Boston, but overlooked in favour of Father 
Burns' solemn assurance of his ability to control his 
impulses," says the cardinal's memo. 

At the time the memo was written, the archdiocese was 
aware of at least six young men whom Burns allegedly 
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molested while he worked in Boston between 1982 and 
1991. Burns came to Boston from the diocese of 
Youngstown, Ohio, where his problem had been noticed. 

He pleaded guilty in 1996 to criminal charges that he had 
sexually assaulted two boys in New Hampshire. He was 
sentenced to consecutive four- to eight-year terms. 

An open rebellion in the archdiocese widened yesterday 
when an influential priest said more clergymen would urge 
Law to resign. 

Catholic theologians and historians said it was entirely 
appropriate to use words like "revolt" and "rebellion" to 
describe the situation after 58 priests delivered a letter to 
Law's residence asking him to step down. 

- REUTERS 

 E-mail story link to a friend   Print story    Top 

©Copyright 2002, New Zealand Herald        

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3009015&thesection=news&thesubsection=world (3 of 3) [14/12/2002 10:52:28 AM]

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storysend.cfm?storyID=3009015
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storyprint.cfm?storyID=3009015


Independent News

 

 Sport

 Argument

 Education

 Money

 Travel

 Enjoyment

 News

UK
Crime
Environment
Health
Legal
Media
Politics
This Britain
Transport
Ulster
Europe
World
Environment
Politics
Science/Medical
Africa
Americas
Asia China
Australasia
Middle East
Pacific Rim
Business
News
News Analysis
Comment
Market Report
Investment Column
Citywire
Digital
Features
News
Reviews
People
Obituaries
Profiles

12 December 2002 14:35 GMT 

Home   > News  > World  > Americas 

The Pope ordered US 
priest moved to avoid child 
sex abuse scandal
By Peter Popham in Rome

12 December 2002

The Pope ordered that a defrocked priest convicted of paedophilia in 
America should move to a new area where his behaviour was 
unknown – unless his presence in the parish where the abuse took 
place caused no scandal.

Pope John Paul II's decision was revealed yesterday with the release 
of a document that deepened the crisis over sex abuse by priests in 
the Catholic Church.

Joseph Gallagher, the co-founder of the Coalition of Catholics and 
Survivors, said that the document, one of thousands from the Boston 
Archdiocese made public by court order, was the "smoking gun" that 
uncovered secret Vatican policy of keeping under wraps its problem 
with abusive priests.

Mr Gallagher said: "This would explain why [other] bishops have 
done the same thing as [Boston's] Cardinal Law – they've moved 
sexual offenders from parish to parish without notifying the 
parishioners."

Today or tomorrow the man at the centre of the scandal, Cardinal 
Bernard Law, will have lunch with the Pope in the Vatican. The 
Pope's order of 1999, in which he wrote that the defrocked priest 
"ought to live away from the places where his previous condition is 
known" unless his continued presence causes "no scandal", may be 
one item on a crowded agenda that will carry the two men through 
coffee and beyond.Other topics will include the letter delivered to the 
Cardinal's Boston address on Tuesday, signed by 58 priests in the 
archdiocese, calling for his resignation. "This is a necessary step," 
they wrote, "... if healing is to come to the archdiocese. The priests 
and people of Boston have lost confidence in you as their spiritual 
leader." Twelve more priests joined the swelling chorus yesterday.

Then there is the offer made by Cardinal Law to declare protective 
bankruptcy to fend off 400 victims of priestly sexual abuse now 
preparing to deluge the Church with lawsuits, with claims expected to 
exceed $100m (£63m). The archdiocese has already handed over 
more than $10m in compensation to victims of abuse by priests.

But giving over church assets to the control of a civil judge, which 
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the protective bankruptcy procedure entails, would be unprecedented. 
"The Church has fought to protect its independence for centuries," 
said one Vatican watcher. "Handing it over to a judge would go 
totally against the grain."

Cardinal Law slipped into Rome at the weekend, and his presence in 
the Vatican might have remained a secret all week had he not had the 
misfortune to find himself, while dining in one of Rome's best 
restaurants, sitting at a table next to an American reporter on the 
Vatican beat.

But despite the tumult in Boston, the Holy See has retained its usual 
inscrutable, immemorial reserve. Cardinal Law has probably met the 
prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy, Cardinal Castrillon 
Hoyos, and the prefect for the Congregation for Bishops, Cardinal 
Giovanni Battista Re, a "very intelligent, pragmatic, ruthless 
operator", according to one who has dealt with him, "who knows how 
to get things done and lives in the real world." They probably 
discussed whether or not Cardinal Law should go.

His first offer to resign, in April, was rejected.

But the decision over Cardinal Law's future is exclusively in the 
hands of the Pope, the only person who can accept the resignation of 
a cardinal, and no one is willing to predict how he will decide the 
matter. "The calls by 58 priests for Law's resignation will have got 
the Pope's attention," said one church analyst, "but as the Pope sees 
it, letting a cardinal resign is the easy option. The life of a retired 
cardinal is a pretty sweet one. The Pope would much prefer to leave 
him in place to clear up the mess."

After all, the Pope himself has faced several calls to resign, for 
reasons of age and ill-health. Once when a cardinal proposed it, the 
Pope replied, "Jesus did not come down from the cross." Neither, he 
surely feels, should Bernard Law.

Within the Vatican there is also the fear of a domino effect – of one 
cardinal's resignation provoking a spate.

The attacks are not just coming from disaffected priests, which is bad 
enough, but from the heights of the American justice system.

On Tuesday night, Thomas Reilly, Boston's Attorney General, said 
the Archdiocese of Boston had been using "every tool and 
manoeuvre" to impede a criminal investigation by his office that he 
said had documented an "elaborate and decades-long" scheme by the 
Church to cover up crimes of sexual abuse by priests.

And now the Pope has been personally implicated in a cover-up, even 
this famously independent pontiff might have no choice but to put the 
cardinal out of his misery. 
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Pope 'kept priest's sexual abuse 
under wraps'

December 12 2002 at 06:12AM

 

By Peter Popham

London - The crisis over sex abuse by priests 
in the Catholic church in the United States has 
taken a startling new turn.

A document emerged on Wednesday, proving 
that the Pope had personally ordered that a 
defrocked priest convicted of paedophilia 
should move to a new area where his 
behaviour was unknown - unless his 
continued presence in the parish where the 
abuse took place caused "no scandal".

Joseph Gallagher, co-founder of the Coalition 
of Catholics and Survivors, said the 
document, one of thousands from the Boston 
Archdiocese made public by court order last 
week, was the "smoking gun" that proved a 
hitherto secret Vatican policy of keeping its 
problem with abusive priests under wraps.

12 more 
priests joined 
the swelling 
chorus

"This would explain why 
(other) bishops have done 
the same thing as 
(Boston's) Cardinal Law - 
they've moved sexual 
offenders from parish to 

parish without notifiying the parishioners," 
Gallagher commented.

On Thursday or on Friday the man at the 
centre of the scandal, Cardinal Bernard Law, 
was to have lunch with Pope John Paul II 
inside the Vatican.

The Pope's order of 1999, in which he wrote 
that the defrocked priest, "ought to live away 
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from the places where his previous condition 
is known" unless his continued presence 
causes "no scandal", may be one item on a 
crowded agenda that will carry the two men 
through coffee and beyond.

Other topics they will have to mull over 
include the letter delivered to the Cardinal's 
Boston address on Tuesday, signed by 58 
priests in the archdiocese, calling for his 
resignation. 

On Thursday 12 more priests joined the 
swelling chorus.

Then there is the offer made by Cardinal Law 
to declare protective bankruptcy to fend off 
400 victims of priestly sexual abuse now 
preparing to deluge the church with lawsuits, 
with claims expected to exceed $100-million 
(about R900-million). - Independent Foreign 
Service

●     This article was originally published on 
page 4 of The Star on 12 December 
2002

●     Air riot grounds jet
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Vatican accused of putting fear of 
scandal ahead of child safety 

FOREIGN STAFF 

THE Vatican was facing the threat of being directly drawn into the Catholic 
Church’s Boston abuse scandal yesterday, after campaigners claimed they 
had a document which indicated that Rome’s policy stressed avoiding 
scandal over the safety of children. 

The document, among personnel files from the Boston archdiocese made 
public last week, indicated that Pope John Paul II said a defrocked 
Catholic priest who had a history of molesting boys should leave the areas 
where his "condition" was known - or stay put as long as it caused no 
scandal. 

It came amid reports that the Vatican is considering naming a special 
administrator to run the archdiocese if and when its leader, Cardinal 
Bernard Law, resigns. That the idea was being considered showed that 
Cardinal Law could be on his way out, the sources said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

The Cardinal arrived in Rome secretly over the weekend as the crisis over 
his leadership intensified. Many of his own priests have urged him to step 
down and angry protesters demanded he face criminal charges for his 
handling of paedophile clergy. 

Joseph Gallagher, co-founder of the Coalition of Catholics and Survivors in 
Wellesley, Massachusetts, said the newly-released document was the 
"smoking gun" that spelled out the Vatican’s policy of placing image 
ahead of child welfare. 

"That would explain why (other) bishops have done the same thing as 
Cardinal Law - they’ve moved sexual offenders from parish to parish 
without notifying the parishioners," he said. 

The 25 May, 1999 document is a translation of Pope John Paul II’s order 
removing Robert Burns, a convicted paedophile, from the priesthood. 

The Pope said the former priest "ought to live away from the places where 
his previous condition is known". 

But the Pope’s order also offered the man’s religious superior, or 
"ordinary," an alternative. 

"The local ordinary... is able to dispense from this clause of the decree if it 
is foreseen that the presence of the suppliant will cause no scandal," the 
document said. 
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Donna Morrissey, a spokeswoman for the Archdiocese of Boston, said she 
could not comment on matters of litigation. Officials at the Vatican’s 
embassy in Washington were not immediately available for comment. 

Roderick MacLeish, a Boston attorney who last week released the 
archdiocese’s file on Burns along with those of other priests accused of 
sexual misconduct, said the order is noteworthy not only because it’s 
relatively recent but also because of its use of the word "scandal". 

The revelation came as the priest whose arrest has been at the centre of 
the abuse scandal was released yesterday on a $300,000 bond after 
spending seven months in jail. 

The Rev Paul Shanley, 71, is charged with ten counts of child rape and six 
counts of indecent assault and battery for allegedly abusing boys at a 
church in Newton, a Boston suburb, from 1979 to 1989.
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Church accused of putting image ahead child welfare
December 11, 2002, 07:00

  
A document from the files of the Boston archdiocese indicates that Vatican 
policy stressed avoiding scandal over the safety of children, church critics said 
yesterday. The document is part of a torrent of personnel files from the 
archdiocese made public last week. 

The document also indicated that Pope John Paul II said a defrocked Catholic 
priest who had a history of molesting boys should leave the areas where his 
"condition" was known or stay put as long as it caused no scandal.

As Cardinal Bernard Law remained in Rome and priests revolted over his 
handling of clergy sexual abuse, Joseph Gallagher, co-founder of Coalition of 
Catholics and Survivors in Wellesley, Massachusetts, said the document was 
the "smoking gun" that spelled out the Vatican's policy of placing image ahead 
of child welfare. "That would explain why (other) bishops have done the same 
thing as Cardinal Law , they've moved sexual offenders from parish to parish 
without notifying the parishioners," he said.

The 1999 document is a translation of Pope John Paul II's order removing 
Burns, a convicted pedophile, from the priesthood. Burns pleaded guilty in 1996 
to criminal charges that he had sexually assaulted two boys in New Hampshire. 
He was sentenced to two consecutive four to eight-year terms in jail.

Donna Morrissey, a spokeswoman for the Archdiocese of Boston, said she 
could not comment on matters of litigation. Officials at the Vatican's embassy in 
Washington were not available for comment. - Reuters 
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Boston Church covered up cocaine-for-sex 
priest

Wednesday, 04-Dec-2002 5:20PM     
Story from AFP 

Copyright 2002 by Agence France-Presse (via ClariNet)

BOSTON, Massachusetts, Dec 4 (AFP) - Newly released church records provide damaging evidence of how 
Catholic Church leaders in Boston allowed priests accused of child abuse, including trading cocaine for sex, to 
remain in their posts.

More than 2,000 pages of documents released by the law firm that has filed sexual misconduct lawsuits on 
behalf of hundreds of alleged victims, detail a pattern of abuse by priests and subsequent negligence by the 
Church authorities.

The Boston Roman Catholic Archdiocese was forced to hand over the documents to the law firm under a court 
order.

The records show the archdiocese was aware, among other cases, of one priest who sexually molested young 
girls by claiming to be "second coming of Christ."

Most damaging for the Church authorities, currently faced with more than 400 lawsuits related to priestly 
abuse, are papers which suggest they failed to take appropriate action against the priests involved and to 
prevent further sexual misconduct.

Among the records are personal letters written by Cardinal Bernard Law -- the embattled head of the 
archdiocese -- including one to the Reverend Robert Burns.

Burns came to Boston in 1982 from Ohio, where his problem with "little children" was noted in his transfer 
records. In 1991, the archdiocese received a detailed complaint that Burns had repeatedly molested and raped 
a boy.

Law finally removed Burns from his ministry, but followed up with a consoling letter in which he expressed 
his "gratitude" for the "care you have given to the people of the archdiocese."

And later in 1999, Law held out the prospect of a return to "appropriate" ministry to a priest who had, years 
earlier, told church officials that he knew one of his abuse victims had killed himself.

The official spokesperson for the archdiocese, Donna Morrissey, acknowledged the damming nature of the 
abuses listed in the documents, but said the church had learned from the past and introduced new policies.

"I wish the policy we have now had been in place for the last 50 years," Morrissey said.

At least three women, in the late 1980s and early 1990s, charged that one priest, Robert Meffan, had sexually 
abused them 25 years earlier under the guise of spiritual counseling.
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Boston Church covered up cocaine-for-sex priest

Inviting them to his bedroom, Meffan engaged the women in sexual acts -- stopping short of actual intercourse 
-- by encouraging them to be "brides of Christ" and think of himself as "the second coming of Christ," the 
documents said.

The files on another priest Richard Buntel, for example, contained allegations of prevalent marijuana and 
cocaine use.

More than 10 years after the event, Buntel was questioned about the 1983 allegation that he had provided 
cocaine to a 15-year-old boy in Malden, in exchange for allowing the priest to perform oral sex on him.

Buntel admitted the drug use, but denied having sex with the boy until after his 18th birthday.

Yet another case showed how one priest, Thomas Forry, was allowed to remain in his ministry despite strong 
evidence that he had badly beaten his housekeeper on several occasions.

The Church records are likely to pay a large part in ongoing negotiations aimed at settling the multiple 
lawsuits filed against the Church in Boston.

The archdiocese is reportedly considering filing for bankruptcy in an apparent attempt to limit its liability.
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Vatican accused of cover-up in sex 
abuse row 
By Marcus Warren in New York
(Filed: 12/12/2002) 

The Pope has been dragged into a row over sexual 
abuse by New England priests after documents implied 
that the Vatican favoured covering up the scandal.

 

Cardinal Bernard Law: 
ready to resign

The Roman Catholic archdise of 
Boston is facing a barrage of 
lawsuits from alleged victims. 
However, newly released 
papers suggest that the Vatican 
tried to suppress publicity.

The documents emerged as 
Cardinal Bernard Law, head of 
the city's church, awaited an 
audience with the Pope in 
Rome and was reported to be 
ready to resign.

More than 50 of the diocese's 
priests called on him to step down this week, a 
gesture that some commentators have likened to a 
"revolt". Among the hundreds of documents made 
public in recent days is a translation of the Pope's 
order defrocking a convicted paedophile in 1999.

It demands that he leave areas "where his previous 
condition is known". However, the priest, Robert 
Burns, may remain "if it is foreseen that the presence 
of the suppliant will cause no scandal".

Lawyers for the victims seized on the revelations as 
evidence that Vatican policy was not to protect local 
children but to hush up any embarrassment over the 
conduct of wayward priests.

Roderick Macleish, a campaigner, said: "Now for the 
first time we've seen documents from the Vatican that 
emphasise the word that we've seen so often here in 
Boston: scandal.

"This document says he is to be relocated to another 
place where presumably they wouldn't know about it. 
What about the children?"
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Burns arrived in Boston from Ohio, where his personal 
problems had already attracted attention. He pleaded 
guilty to sexually assaulting two boys in New 
Hampshire in 1996.

It was unclear whether the revelations exposed the 
Vatican to the threat of litigation.
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bankruptcy
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warnings
24 April 2002: Pope damns paedophile priests 
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Vatican asked Boston Archdiocese to avoid 'scandal' 

By Associated Press

BOSTON - A Vatican document from recently-publicized Boston Archdiocese personnel 
files shows that the pope decreed that a defrocked Catholic priest should not remain in 
the area where his actions were known, unless his bishop decided that his presence 
would not cause a scandal. 

The May 25, 1999 document on Vatican letterhead, but not signed by the pope, was in 
reference to former priest Robert Burns, and was part of the documents released Dec. 
3. 

According to a translation of the Latin document signed by Cardinal Medina Estevez, 
the pope said that the defrocked priest ''ought to live away from the places where his 
previous condition is known.'' 

An exception to that would be if the priest's religious superior believed ''that the 
presence of the suppliant will cause no scandal.'' 

Burns had a history of sexual abuse before he came to Boston from the diocese of 
Youngstown, Ohio, according to his personnel file. He was asked to serve in Boston in 
1982 as he concluded a year of treatment for child molestation. 

The Boston Archdiocese acknowledged in a 1996 news release that it knew about ''the 
former Father Burns' problem prior to his stay in this area.'' 

In an unrelated case, Burns in 1996 pleaded guilty to molesting an 11-year-old boy in 
Salem, N.H. He was released in 1999 and now lives in Concord, N.H. 

| Back to the Portsmouth Herald | Email this Article | 
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Hughes recommend reinstatement of abusive 
priest in 1982
The Associated Press

Twenty years ago, when he was serving at a seminary in Boston, New Orleans Archbishop 
Alfred Hughes recommended that a priest who had been an admitted child molester be 
allowed back into the ministry.

After meeting with the priest, the Rev. Robert M. Burns, Hughes told his superiors that he 
believed Burns could be trusted, although not around children.

That approval paved the way for Burns to return to the ministry, and a devastating pattern of 
abuse followed, according to recently released records from Burns' file.

Complaints began to surface in 1991 that Burns had molested children as young as 7. Burns 
was expelled from his Boston parish after the first complaint and left the priesthood. He was 
later convicted of child molestation and imprisoned in New Hampshire in 1996.

Burns' file includes evidence of at least 14 out-of-court settlements that cost the archdiocese 
more than $5.2 million.

Since meeting Burns in 1982, Hughes, like many other bishops, has radically altered his view 
of how to deal with priests who have a history of child molestation, archdiocesan spokesman 
the Rev. William Maestri said.

"I think the archbishop has certainly demonstrated his desire to place the safety of children 
first," since he became Archbishop of New Orleans this year, Maestri said.

But because he was in Boston from 1981 to 1993 and served as a key aide to Cardinal Bernard 
Law, who resigned his post Friday, Hughes is part of a group of clergy that has been 
subpoenaed by a grand jury investigating how the archdiocese handled cases of abuse.

Burns' files were among thousands of documents recently made public at the request of 
plaintiff's attorneys who are trying to demonstrate that the Boston archdiocese systematically 
covered up its handling of abusive priests.

After speaking with Burns, Hughes believed he had undergone a spiritual and therapeutic 
conversion, Maestri said.

"This was the first time he had ever spoken to anyone involved in misconduct toward a minor. 
Certainly he now believes he was naive in believing that ... that this was a sad mistake," 
Maestri said.
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Church in Crisis 

Records further damage Boston 
church’s credibility 

By GILL DONOVAN 

Boston archdiocesan leaders during the past two decades overlooked 
criminal behavior committed by priests, including assault and 
battery of a 58-year-old woman, sexual abuse by a priest of teenage 
female postulants and novices, and the exchange of sex for illegal 
drugs, according to press reports on archdiocesan records recently 
released to the public.

The 2,200 pages of records were released Dec. 3 by lawyers for 
victims of Fr. Paul Shanley, which the lawyers say help prove a 
pattern of negligent behavior by the archdiocese of transferring 
abusive priests.

The archdiocese currently faces about 450 civil suits in which sexual 
abuse by priests is alleged. On Dec. 4, the archdiocese took a step 
toward declaring bankruptcy when its finance panel gave Boston 
Cardinal Bernard Law permission to do so if he chose.

The 2,200 pages of documents detail abuse accusations against eight 
priests and are part of some 11,000 pages documenting allegations 
against a total of 65 priests. The archdiocese attempted in a last-
minute effort to seal all the records from the public by court order 
Nov. 22. That attempt failed, and one of the lawyers for victims of 
abuse by Shanley, Robert Sherman, told the Los Angeles Times that 
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the remaining 8,800 pages about the other 58 accused priests would 
be released in the future.

The latest documents were released nearly a year after the 
archdiocese was first forced under court order to turn over personnel 
records of serial child abuser priest John Geoghan. The public 
viewing of those records accelerated the clergy sex abuse scandal 
that has since broken across the country (NCR, Feb. 1).

Some who have followed the ongoing church scandal closely say the 
release of the 2,200 pages is especially damaging to the credibility 
of Law and some of his former archdiocesan officials who have 
since been promoted to head dioceses of their own: Archbishops 
Alfred C. Hughes of New Orleans; and Thomas Daily of Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; and Bishops Robert Banks of Green Bay, Wis.; John 
McCormack of Manchester, N.H.; and William Murphy of 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. 

Said David Clohessy, national chair of Survivors Network of those 
Abused by Priests: “If anyone had the notion that this was just about 
Cardinal Law, that notion is dispelled. Clearly, Banks, Daily and 
McCormack and others were deeply and recently involved.”

Recommendations ignored

The records indicate that one of Law’s former officials, Bishop John 
D’Arcy, who since 1985 has headed the South Bend, Ind., diocese, 
consistently opposed the transfer of abusive priests. The records 
show that his recommendations, however, were regularly ignored by 
Law and his other auxiliaries.

The documents reveal that three women accused Fr. Robert Meffan 
of sexually abusing them when they were teenagers. In each case, 
Meffan had convinced the teens to enter formation programs for the 
sisterhood. Abuse allegedly occurred for years when the priest 
would visit, ostensibly to offer spiritual guidance. Meffan, according 
to the records, would tell the girls he was Christ and that they were 
“brides of Christ” and initiate sexual activity.

Though records indicate that during his ministry Meffan denied ever 
abusing anyone, the priest, now 73, admitted the abuse in a Boston 
Globe telephone interview: “What I was trying to show them is that 
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Christ is human and you should love him as a human being.” he told 
the newspaper. “Don’t think he’s up there and he’s spiritual and he’s 
not human and physical. He’s human, he’s physical. That’s what I 
was trying to point out to them.”

According to the records, the first complaint against Meffan was in 
1980. No evidence has been found that the archdiocese followed up 
on the complaint.

In 1984 a diocesan official wrote to Law, who had taken over as 
Boston archbishop months earlier, that Meffan had refused an 
assignment because he said he had a secret mission from God that 
needed his attention.

D’Arcy also wrote to Law saying that Meffan was not “balanced” 
and could harm the archdiocese. Law, however, reassigned Meffan 
in December 1985 to a parish in Pembroke, St. Thecla. Meffan held 
that position until further accusations of abuse led Law to suspend 
him in July 1993. In July 1996, Meffan complained to Law about 
the restrictions on his priestly duties, in an essay, saying that he was 
“a prisoner of love in a cell of allegations.”

In reply, Law characterized the essay as “a beautiful testament to the 
depth of your faith and the courage of your heart. ... You have 
touched me deeply, Bob.” It was one of several letters in the records 
that showed Law as lavishly understanding toward accused abusers.

The archdiocese’s records also outline the history of abuse and 
involvement in illegal drugs of Fr. Richard Buntel. 

Bishop Thomas Daily was notified in 1981 that Buntel was involved 
in distributing drugs to minors.

Buntel left Malden in 1983 after he denied a charge that he had 
traded a 15-year-old boy cocaine for oral sex. Buntel was transferred 
to St. Catherine in Westford. That move was made against the 
recommendation of D’Arcy, who, in a letter to Daily, said that the 
archdiocese had been told that Buntel was abusing illegal drugs, was 
alcoholic, was engaging in homosexual activity, and was providing 
drugs to minors.

Drugs for sex
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Buntel remained in Westford until 1994, when, under questioning 
about the 1983 allegation of trading drugs for sex, Buntel admitted 
to the drug use. He maintained, however, that the sexual relationship 
with the boy began only after he turned 18. Buntel was placed on 
leave in March 1994.

Records of Fr. Thomas Forry contradict Law’s assertion in January 
that no priest then serving in the archdiocese had been credibly 
accused of child abuse. Forry continued to minister in the 
archdiocese until February, even though multiple allegations of 
abuse had been made against him.

Forry ultimately admitted to attacking his 58-year-old housekeeper 
in 1979. A doctor describing the woman’s injuries from the attack 
said she had bruises, cuts, and that a portion of her hair had been 
pulled out of her scalp.

A warning by D’Arcy about Forry’s violent behavior did not lead to 
the priest’s permanent removal from ministry. Law instead 
transferred Forry to a parish in the southern part of the archdiocese.

In 1984, a woman with whom Forry was alleged to have had a 
sexual relationship complained to the archdiocese that Forry had 
abused her son, the same year in which Forry refused long-term 
pyschiatric care, despite the recommendation of psychiatrists who 
said he was in “grave need.” Forry opted instead for two months of 
outpatient treatment.

In 1988, Law approved a transfer for Forry to full-time Army 
chaplain.

When serving in the Department of Corrections in 1999, according 
to the Boston Globe, Forry was accused of “screaming and shouting 
and exhibiting emotional and behavioral problems.” Correspondence 
from an archdiocesan official called Forry “a deeply troubled 
person,” and said he should be “held accountable for his behavior.” 
Law, however, next made Forry a member of the archdiocesan 
emergency response team, where he would fill in at parishes during 
any assigned priest’s absence. The next complaint against Forry was 
made in October 2001 by a woman who said Forry had molested her 
and her brother years ago when they were still children. Forry was 

http://www.natcath.com/NCR_Online/archives/121302/121302m.htm (4 of 5) [14/12/2002 11:12:38 AM]



Church in Crisis: Records further damage Boston church’s credibility

finally removed from ministry this past February.

Records released about other priests accused of abuse who worked 
in the archdiocese -- Robert Morrissette, Robert Burns, James 
Nyghan, Peter Frost and Robert Towner -- tell similar stories of 
accusations of sexual abuse against minors usually leading to 
transfers by archdiocesan officials.

Fr. Walter Cuenin, pastor of a large, thriving parish in Newton, 
Mass., Our Lady Help of Christians, said learning of the contents of 
the documents has been difficult. “Some of these men are our 
classmates,” he told NCR. “We know them.”

“For priests in the Boston archdiocese it’s a very sad day,” he said. 
“Many of us feel sad and ashamed by the terrible things that were 
happening.”

Tom White, the development director of Voice of the Faithful, a lay 
organization advocating church reform, reacted by wondering: 
“How much more can we be revulsed?”

Gill Donovan is a writer for NCR. His e-mail address is 
gdonovan@natcath.org. Free-lance writer Chuck Colbert 
contributed to this report.

National Catholic Reporter, December 13, 2002

●     Previous: Church in Crisis: Norms concern order leaders
●     Next: Books: Lessons for all on priesthood’s future 
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More priest abuses found : 
Documents' release Tuesday implicate 
Boston Archdiocese officials
By Elizabeth Mehren and Josh Getlin
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BOSTON - For more than 40 years, Catholic Church officials 

here overlooked abuse, including molestation of girls studying 

to become nuns, drug use by priests with parish youth, and 

homosexual rape, according to thousands of pages of 

confidential archdiocese documents made public Tuesday.

The records show that as recently as last year, bishops and 

archbishops in Boston consistently ignored parishioners' 

complaints while protecting priests and striving to minimize 

financial damage.

Many examples of clerical sexual abuse have become public 

since the nationwide scandal erupted in Boston in January.

But the mountain of memos, letters and court filings released 

Tuesday casts light on offenses and church practices not 

previously reported, sparking new outrage among many 

victims and their advocates.

"This material is qualitatively different than anything we have 

seen until now," said David Clohessy, national chairman of the 

Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests.

"It debunks a whole range of excuses that church officials 

have used: that the allegations were all ancient, that the 

abuse only concerned boys and that it involved just a handful 
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of priests," said Clohessy, who flew in from St. Louis to review 

the documents. "What we see is that this is clearly a deep and 

systemic problem."

Donna M. Morrissey, spokeswoman for the archdiocese here, 

did not return a call Tuesday seeking comment on the new 

material.

The disclosures come amid speculation that the Boston 

archdiocese may declare bankruptcy because so many abuse 

cases are pending against it. The revelations were mandated 

by court order as part of a series of civil suits brought by 

sexual abuse victims and their families.

Lawyers for the archdiocese at first resisted the edict from 

Judge Constance Sweeney, but in an 11th-hour reversal, they 

complied by presenting plaintiffs' lawyers with 11,000 pages 

of partially redacted documents -- many written in the careful 

Catholic-school cursive of top-ranking prelates.

In making public about 2,000 pages Tuesday, plaintiffs' lawyer 

Robert Sherman said reams of additional documents would be 

released in coming weeks.

These records were filed in court here Tuesday in preparation 

for future litigation. They focused on several priests whose 

cases until now had not come to light.

Among them was Father Robert Meffan, "a name I had never 

heard of," said plaintiffs' attorney Roderick MacLeish Jr., who 

has represented clerical abuse victims for more than a 

decade.

Following complaints about Meffan, the late Cardinal 

Humberto Medeiros recommended as early as 1977 that the 

priest seek help from "some professional person." Instead he 

moved into a trailer and set up shop as a counselor. By 1985 

he was back in service as a parish priest.

The following year, a handwritten document from Bishop 

Robert Banks recorded allegations that Meffan was engaged in 

sexual acts with girls as young as 15 who were preparing to 

become nuns.
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A 1993 confidential report filed in the archdiocese recounted 

how Meffan would "attract adolescent girls, get them to enter 

religious orders and then visit them in various novitiates. He 

would link spiritual stages with sexual acts, 'what one has to 

do in order to progress,' and would perform the acts," the 

report stated.

The teen-age girls -- at least three of whom went on to 

become nuns -- often met with Meffan in his rectory office, 

which other priests "jokingly" called his "tank," a later report 

continued.

An archdiocese memo from 1993 showed that Meffan taught 

the girls to be "brides of Christ." When questioned by church 

officials, Meffan denied any knowledge of such practices, the 

"personal and confidential" memo indicated.

The documents contain no reference to legal action involving 

Meffan, nor do the records express concern for the girls or 

their families.

At close to age 70, Meffan left his priestly duties.

In a "Dear Father Robert" letter dated July 10, 1996, Cardinal 

Bernard Law praised Meffan for "the depth of your faith and 

the courage of your heart."

Tuesday night, Meffan admitted he initiated sexual acts with 

teenagers preparing to become nuns by encouraging them to 

believe they were making love to Jesus Christ himself.

Meffan said he still believes his sexual relationships with 

teenage girls were "beautiful, spiritual" experiences intended 

to bring young people closer to God.

"What I was trying to show them is that Christ is human and 

you should love him as a human being," said Meffan, 73, 

reached by phone at his Carver, Mass., home.

"Don't think he's up there and he's spiritual and he's not 

human and physical. He's human, he's physical. That's what I 

was trying to point out to them. I felt that by having this little 

bit of intimacy with them that this is what it would be like with 
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Christ."

But Meffan said he put limits on the physical nature of the 

relationships. He touched the girls' breasts, for example, but 

stopped short of intercourse to protect his celibacy vow. "I 

don't think that was destroyed," he said, "because I always 

felt that to destroy celibacy you really had to have 

intercourse."

"I had developed a wonderful relationship of love with these 

people, a real solid relationship of love, and I had no 

intentions of ever hurting anybody and ever causing any 

problems," added Meffan, who was placed on leave by the 

Boston archdiocese in 1993 and granted retirement in 1996.

"I was trying to get them to love Christ even more intimately 

and even more closely. ... To me they were just wonderful, 

wonderful young people. It was a very beautiful, I thought, 

beautiful, spiritual relationship that was physical and sexual."

For Father Robert Burns, the trail of abuse began in 

Youngstown, Ohio, where he was a priest in 1975-81. Church 

officials there determined he had sexually abused young boys, 

and in 1981 sent him to a counseling program for pedophiles 

in Massachusetts.

Soon, Burns was applying for a temporary position in the 

Boston archdiocese.

James Malone, then bishop of the Youngstown archdiocese, 

alerted Boston officials to Burns' sexual history. He urged 

them not to assign him to church work where he might have 

contact with young boys.

In reply, the Rev. Gilbert Phinn, director of personnel for the 

Boston archdiocese, promised that Burns' placement would be 

handled with "sensitivity and concern."

Yet Burns was eventually placed in two parishes, first in 

Jamaica Plain, Mass., and then in Charlestown, Mass., where 

he regularly came into contact with minors. Boston authorities 

did not warn those churches of his record, even though they 

had written "problem: little children" in a 1982 internal memo.
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It took nine years for a flurry of accusations to surface that 

Burns had sexually molested a series of boys.

In one case, attorney Laurence Hardoon said his 14-year-old 

client was "anally raped" by the priest in the rectory of a 

Boston church. As the allegations grew, Burns was removed 

from his post. Church leaders urged him to once again 

undergo counseling for pedophilia.

In 1991, Cardinal Bernard Law officially terminated Burns' 

assignment in Boston. "Life is never just one moment or one 

event and it would be unrealistic to have too narrow a focus. 

It would have been better were things to have ended 

differently, but such was not the case," Law wrote to Burns.

"Nevertheless I still feel that it is important to express my 

gratitude to you for the care you have given to the people of 

the Archdiocese of Boston."

Burns pleaded guilty in 1996 to sexually molesting two boys 

under the age of 13 in New Hampshire. He was sentenced to 

two consecutive four-to-eight year terms.

He was formally stripped of his clerical duties three years later 

by order of the Vatican. In a letter to Rome, Law said the 

archdiocese had "mistakenly accepted (Burns') word of 

contrition as a pledge against further acts of sexual 

molestation of children. Despite treatment for this behavior, 

Father Burns continued to commit these egregious acts."

Even those who have spent nearly a year surrounded by the 

scandal said they were stunned by the array of offenses 

detailed in the new documents.

Almost as appalling, said Gallagher, of the Coalition of 

Catholics and Survivors, was the absence of compassion for 

victims on the part of church leaders.

"At this point in time we have not seen a single reference to 

the issue of pastoral care for the victims," Gallagher said.

Boston Globe contributed to this story. 
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A Law unto himself? US 
cardinal fights for survival 

Church in turmoil as senior Catholic accused of hiding 
sexual corruption, paedophilia and drug dealing among 
priests travels to Rome 

Stephen Bates, religious affairs correspondent
Tuesday December 10, 2002
The Guardian 

When His Eminence Cardinal Bernard Law of the Catholic 
archdiocese of Boston was spotted dining in the Ristorante Cecilia 
Metella, one of Rome's best and most discreet restaurants, with 
Bishop James Harvey, the Vatican's highest-ranking American, on 
Sunday night when he should have been celebrating mass in 
Massachusetts, the chances are they were discussing survival. Top of 
the agenda must have been the cardinal's future, closely followed by 
that of the Catholic church in the US as currently constituted. 

Back home, outside Holy Cross cathedral on a wintry Advent Sunday 
in the US's most ostentatiously Catholic city, protesters outnumbered 
worshippers two to one. Their banners ran: "Throw the bum in jail" 
and "Bernard Law, you are fired." 

Cardinal Law, one of the American church's most senior, orthodox 
and conservative figures, stands accused of covering up a 
burgeoning list of priestly scandals, revealing sexual corruption, 
paedophilia, drug dealing and violence on an almost Rabelaisian 
scale. England's cardinal, Cormac Murphy-O'Connor, may have 
expressed contrition on television last week for earlier sins and 
omissions, but his problems pale into near-insignificance compared 
with Law's. 

A 2,200-page dossier of secret reports and memoranda published last 
week after a court overruled the archdiocese at the behest of victims 
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of priestly abuse revealed not only a catalogue of crime over many 
years but also that the cardinal - in post since 1984 - and his 
predecessors not only knew of it, but covered it up. 

Among those emerging into the light last week was Father James 
Foley of St Joseph's church, appropriately enough, in Salem, who 
was finally suspended on Friday, nine years after admitting privately 
that he had fathered two children in the 1960s by a lobotomised 
woman who later died of a drug overdose while in his company. He 
admitted that he had escaped from the house and not called for 
emergency help until too late. 

Under investigation in 1994, Fr Foley wrote to his bishop: "How can 
the church suffer scandal from an episode that will possibly never be 
revealed?" 

When the Boston Globe caught up with him last week, he admitted: 
"It's all true," then added defiantly: "Yes, I made mistakes when I was 
younger but I have led a proper priestly life since then. I should be 
judged by my whole career." 

Or what about Father Richard Buntel, known as Father Pothead and 
the Blow King of Malden, who supplied cocaine to young parishioners 
in return for sex with them - a detail known to the authorities for more 
than 11 years before they sent him on administrative leave? 

Or Father Robert Meffan who enticed teenaged girls preparing to 
become nuns to have sex with him with the promise that they were 
about to witness "the second coming of Christ"? He got a letter on 
retirement from Cardinal Law expressing true gratitude for his priestly 
care and ministry, even though he had much earlier been warned that 
the priest was so unbalanced "he could really harm us". 

Fr Meffan too showed little remorse when approached by the Globe: 
"What I was trying to show them is that Christ is human... I felt that by 
having this little bit of intimacy with them that this is what it would be 
like with Christ. They were wonderful girls." 

Then there was Father Thomas Forry who threw his housekeeper 
downstairs and had a 10-year affair with a married woman, or Robert 
Burns, for whom the church has paid out more than $2m (£1.3m) to 
the young men he molested. 

The revelations cap a year in which the US church has been pushed 
increasingly on the defensive over its record and, as elsewhere 
across the western world, has seen its authority undermined by a 
stream of revelations about clergy misconduct. Its legal liabilities from 
lawsuits by victims may top $1bn. 
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Plaintiffs

Nowhere more so than in Boston, which last week admitted it was 
considering applying for bankruptcy as a tactic to head off the 400 
plaintiffs queuing up to sue. It has already paid $10m to settle claims 
with 86 plaintiffs and faces further liabilities heading towards another 
$100m. 

No wonder the faithful feel betrayed. Local Protestant churches have 
given permission for dissident groups to meet quietly on their own 
premises when their own churches have banned them. 

Outside Father Buntel's church in Malden on Sunday, William Minigan 
told reporters: "Our leaders have lied to us (about what they have) 
covered up for years. We've been betrayed. Our trust has been 
abandoned." 

A petition circulating among the priests of the diocese - which has 
already been signed by 50 of them - calls for Cardinal Law's 
resignation: "The events of recent months and in particular of these 
last few days make it clear to us that your position as our bishop is so 
compromised that it is no longer possible for you to exercise the 
spiritual leadership required." 

Cardinal Law has insisted that he will not be pushed out and, in his 
public statements, has shown little appreciation of the damage being 
caused. 

With the release of last week's documents however, his earlier 
statements that he had never made an effort to shift a problem from 
one place to the next and that it was never his intention to put a child 
at risk have been shown to be obtuse at best. He slipped quietly out 
of Boston and headed to the Vatican at the weekend in order to 
discuss whether his diocese should become the first in North America 
to file for bankruptcy. 

His own position must be under threat, too. But John Paul II, elderly 
and infirm, is known to believe that the crisis is more about western 
decadence than systemic problems within his church. 

He also knows that if Bernard Law resigns, there are a further seven 
US cardinals and 16 archbishops in a similar position. 
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