The Burning Bush—Online article archive

& o
A4 v

Free Church of Scotland welcomes Pope to Scotland and eulogises
his writings.

First caller after the September 16th, 2010 9.00 am News bulletin is the Rev DAVID
ROBERTSON, minister of St Peter's Free Church of Scotland, Dundee—the church once
ministered in by Rev. Robert Murray-McCheyne!

Excerpt from a transcript of the interview:

D.R. 'l would disagree with the Pope about many things. I would disagree about it being a
state visit. 1 would disagree on condoms and so on but | would like to welcome him to
Scotland ...l think the Pope himself is an intelligent, thoughtful man. 1 think he is right
about secularism.... | think most of all the Pope is right about Christ. Owen Dudley Ed-
wards earlier this morning commented about the Free Church and the Pope's book on Je-
sus and | think it is one of the best books on Jesus that | have ever read, so | would like
to welcome him as a religious leader. | would like to welcome him as a fellow Christian.
Personally 1 would love to meet him and to hear him. | feel perfectly free to disagree with
many things that he stands for and says but overall 1 think it is a good thing that he is
here.'

STUDIO PUNDIT ‘Isn't that amazing John (Beattie)? That is a Free Church of Scotland
minister. This could not have happened thirty or forty years ago. The Free Church would
have come down on him like a ton of bricks. Thank you (David ) for what you said, be-
cause this is the voice of reason.’

D. R. ...... 'The Catholic Church for me as a Protestant, | have to say this shame-
facedly, are the ones who have stood up the most to the kind of militant secularism ..... |
feel perfectly entitled to disagree with the Pope about many things, and there are still
plenty people in the Free Church who might even be horrified at what | am saying, but I

have to look at each thing as we go along. | have read much of the Pope's stuff.. .It is
very often misrepresented in the press by people who have never read it, who go for
cheap headlines ...l1 think he is a thoughtful, intelligent man and | think people should

show him respect and should listen to what he has to say.. '



