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Pope’s View of Himself  
 

While ecumenical leaders such as the Archbishop of Canterbury are 
smarting under the Vatican’s declaration that Protestant churches 
are not true churches, just what does the Pope think about himself? 
Needless to say, despite the much publicised image of “Uriah Heep-
like humility,” the Pope holds no humble view of himself. This what 
he says of himself and his papal predecessors in a statement issued 
back in 1996.  

“In founders and foundresses (of the consecrated orders of nuns and priests, etc.) we see 
a constant and lively sense of the Church, which they manifest by their full participation in 
all aspects of the Church's life, and in their ready obedience to the bishops and especially 
to the Roman Pontiff. Against this background of love towards Holy Church, ‘the pillar and 
bulwark of the truth’(1 Tim 3:15), we readily understand the devotion of Saint Francis of 
Assisi for ‘The Lord Pope’, the daughterly outspokenness of Saint Catherine of Siena to-
wards the one whom she called ‘sweet Christ on earth’, the apostolic obedience and the 
sentire cum Ecclesia of Saint Ignatius Loyola, and the joyful profession of faith made by 
Saint Teresa of Avila: ‘I am a daughter of the Church’. We can also understand the deep 
desire of Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus: ‘In the heart of the Church, my mother, I will be 
love’.  

These testimonies are representative of the full ecclesial communion which the Saints, 
founders and foundresses have shared in diverse and often difficult times and circum-
stances. They are examples which consecrated persons need constantly to recall if they are 
to resist the particularly strong centrifugal and disruptive forces at work today. A distinc-
tive aspect of ecclesial communion is allegiance of mind and heart to the magisterium of 
the bishops, an allegiance which must be lived honestly and clearly testified to before the 
People of God by all consecrated persons, especially those involved in theological research, 
teaching, publishing, catechesis and the use of the means of social communication. Be-
cause consecrated persons have a special place in the church, their attitude in this regard 
is of immense importance for the whole people of God.” (Pope John Paul II, ‘Apostolic Ex-
hortation on the Consecrated Life and Its Mission in the Church and in the World,’ to the 
bishops and clergy, religious orders and congregations, societies of apostolic life, secular 
institutes, and all the faithful, given in Rome, at Saint Peter's, March 25, 1996).  

Here is the pope endorsing the views of various “Catholic saints” that he is “The 
Lord Pope,” the “sweet Christ on earth” and exhorting his people to view him as 
such. This is a clear call to idolatry . This is a usurping of the position of God and 
is of that spirit of Antichrist spoken of in 2 Thess 2:4. Who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sit-
teth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  

This is the man the Anglicans (including the Church of Ireland) would have rule 
over them. How easily people will drift into Antichrist’s arms!  


