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IRA engaged in kidnapping and assault — Chief Constable  
 

According to the Chief Constable, Hugh Orde, of the 
Police Service of Northern Ireland, it was members 
of the Provisional IRA, the terrorist wing of Sinn 
Fein, who kidnapped and assaulted a prominent dis-
sident republican in Belfast, on Friday, February 
20th. Bobby Tohill was found injured in a van which 
was stopped by police officers in Castle Street, in 
the city centre, shortly before 6.00 pm. Four other 
men, who were also in the van, were arrested dur-
ing a major security operation. Tohill is said to be in 
a stable condition in hospital. The Chief Constable 

said officers had no doubt who was behind the kidnapping. “The activity last 
night was Provisional IRA activity, I’m clear on that,” he said. “I’m also clear that 
the punishment beatings that go on in republican areas are also carried out by 
the Provisional IRA.”  

The Northern Ireland Office said the incident was an “example of the kind of behaviour the 
prime minister has described as completely unacceptable, and paramilitary behaviour of 
any kind must come to an end.”  

IRA but not IRA!!  

Four men appeared in court on Monday 23rd, in connection with the incident but charges 
of IRA membership were dropped. After a meeting with Hugh Orde, Dr. Ian Paisley, leader 
of the DUP, said: “Under legislation that David Trimble (leader of the Ulster Unionist party) 
and others agreed to, the Provisional IRA has been taken off the list (2000 Prisons Sched-
ule) and a person cannot be charged with membership of that organisation.” His party has 
asked Secretary of State, Paul Murphy, to rule on the state of the IRA’s ceasefire. 
Mr.Murphy expressed his disappointment over the incident. He was speaking after discuss-
ing the incident with political parties and Irish Foreign Minister Brian Cowen at Stormont.  

Speaking at a republican commemoration in Dunloy, County Antrim, Gerry Adams of Sinn 
Fein, said claims such as these had been made before. He said the Chief Constable’s alle-
gation follows a pattern going back to the old RUC, which was quick to point the finger at 
republicans. “There has also been an unholy haste by a range of politicians eager to seize 
upon Hugh Orde’s statement and an eagerness by sections of the media to repeat his alle-
gation without question or to embroider it.” He went on to say: “Whatever the truth behind 
Friday night’s incident, Sinn Fein will not be made a whipping boy, especially by those who 
have no interest in making this process work.” Sinn Fein’s Martin McGuinness criticised the 
chief constable’s remarks, saying he should wait for the courts’ verdict.  

Adams in IRA  

Dublin premier, Bertie Ahern, has warned Sinn Féin that events like the attempted abduc-
tion of a dissident republican in Belfast made it more difficult to resist calls for the party to 
be excluded from the peace process. His statement followed a comment in an earlier inter-
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view in which he told a reporter that he believed that Gerry Adams had held a high position 
in the IRA. The Ulster Unionist leader, David Trimble has threatened to withdraw from the 
review of the Good Friday agreement in light of the allegations. In the House of Commons, 
Mr Trimble said it was utterly unreasonable to expect his party to stay in talks with ‘these 
people’. He threatened to walk out next Monday unless the London government summons 
up the courage to act. But before he does that, he may have been given the shove by his 
own party since his resignation has been called for by a number of members including 
South Antrim MP, David Burnside.  

The British Prime Minister Tony Blair said he would act against Sinn Fein if what he de-
scribed as ‘mainstream IRA’ are found to have been involved. Mr Blair warned Sinn Féin 
and the IRA they could not be allowed to talk about human rights one day, and then start 
beating human rights out of people the next.  

Both Mr. Trimble and Mr. Blair have long experience of saying one thing and doing an-
other. Mr. Trimble, now that the electorate in Northern Ireland has demoted him, may 
speak big but for years he companied with Sinn Fein, well-knowing that their associates in 
the IRA were still involved in crimes of every sort. As for Mr. Blair, he will continue to use 
weasel words to wriggle out from under the obligation he has to deal with terrorists in his 
own UK backyard with the zeal and thoroughness with which he tackled the alleged threat 
of Iraqui terrorism!  


