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A short response to some comments on my article on the Asher’s Bakery court 
case

My article on the Asher’s Bakery court case - “The reason why?? – “There is sin in the camp!!” - was 
given some coverage in the ‘Belfast Newsletter’ of Saturday 23rd May.

Of course, the secular man’s summary of such an article will always fail to give a faithful account of the rea-
soning within it that is based upon the Word of God.

That certainly was the case with this report of my article in the ‘Belfast Newsletter’.

As a consequence, it left the impression with some that I had condemned the McArthur family outright. I 
can but urge readers to consider my article in full as it appears on this site. Those Christians who were criti-
cal of me on the basis of an inaccurate representation of my article in a secular newspaper were not acting 
wisely or scripturally.

What I sought to do was that which is similar to the work of a teacher who examines and marks the efforts of 
a pupil and puts a red line here and there in the pupil’s production. The red marks are not meant to discour-
age or ‘put down’ but rather to encourage and to seek to ensure that such mistakes are not to be repeated.

What I wrote, as I argued within the article, was intended to be a help and a benefit to God’s people gener-
ally. 

The court case gave us an example of what every Christian is guilty of, to some measure or other, that is, 
hesitating to act in obedience to God when we know something is wrong.

In God’s Word, we have highlighted for us the mistakes and failures of many of God’s people such as Abra-
ham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Miriam and many, many others. These things were not recorded to embar-
rass, to shame the individuals concerned, but was “written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope,” Romans 15:4.

We specifically referred to Joseph of Arimathaea. We wrote in our article: “Here is what is said of some in 
John’s gospel. “Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews,” John 7:13. “And after this Joseph 
of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus,” John 
19:38. 

Here Joseph openly owns the Lord in His hour of reproach and shame though before he concealed his faith 
in Him. We honour him for eventually coming out into the open and standing up boldly for the Saviour and 
likewise we honour the McArthurs for coming out and owning the Lord, but both Joseph and the McArthurs 
will have to live with their hesitation and delay. Had Mrs McArthur senior immediately rejected the order it 
might not have altered the course of events, but I believe that such would have been the response that the 
Lord would look for amongst His people.”

Doubtless, Joseph of Arimathaea and many others like him, suffered from embarrassment, timidness, and 
other failings common to us all. However, in the end he availed himself of that grace which God willingly 
gives to all in order to enable them to “withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand,” Ephesians 
6:13.

We all know of Thomas Cranmer’s faltering before he boldly stood amidst the fires of martyrdom. Do we 
castigate those who record that failing and comment on it? No! Rather we seek to learn of our own weak-
nesses from it and look to the Lord to aid us in the time of trial.

Is there any amongst us who have not highlighted, in our public testifying, our failings and backsliding and 
have urged upon our hearers to avoid our failings? We can all learn from the failings of others!
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I believe, as I state in my article, that there was much hypocrisy in the support given to the McArthurs by 
members of the DUP and such support must be an offence to the Lord. One DUP councillor wrote to the 
“Belfast Newsletter” criticising me. Maybe if he had read my whole article as it was mounted on this site, he 
might not have done so. But he did criticise, though he made no mention of my comments on his party and 
the support it gives to sodomy through the funding that was given to various sodomite organisations admin-
istered by the office of the DUP’s First Minister! Indeed, that funding has been enlarged upon of late by the 
DUP man, Mervyn Storey. He recently gave a grant of some £231,681 to sodomites through the Department 
of Social Development, of which he is minister. 

I may be wrong but I understand that he led hymn-singing outside a gathering in the Waterfront Hall where 
people assembled to show support for the McArthur family. Conducting hymn-singing outside a protest rally 
against the actions of a sodomite in taking the  Asher’s Bakery to court with one hand while handing out 
funds to sodomites with the other sounds to me like hypocrisy and it is such a hypocrisy as stains every 
member of the DUP.

Such court action will, I believe, become more common. It behoves God’s people therefore to study the 
actions of the apostles and the early church when they faced fierce opposition and, furthermore, heed the 
word of our Saviour.

“But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the syna-
gogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name’s sake. And it shall turn to 
you for a testimony. Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: for I 
will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. And 
ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall 
they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake. But there shall not 
an hair of your head perish. In your patience possess ye your souls,” Luke 21:12-19.

Ivan Foster.

1st June 2015.
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