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The waywardness of some past pupils...no argument against Chris-
tian Education  
 

It is a sad and distressing fact that some who have passed 
through Christian schools have chosen to cast aside the in-
struction they received, regarding the gospel, and embrace 
the world and its sin. Such behaviour has grieved and dis-
appointed parents, teachers, ministers and all who labour 
to promote the cause of Christian education. The behaviour 
of these few has been used surreptitiously as an argument 
against the effectiveness of Christian education and, when 
that happens, the grief inflicted upon those involved in 
Christian education, by the wrong-doing of the pupils, is 
made all the more bitter.  

But is such criticism justified? If it is, then what criticism may be levelled at Christian par-
ents generally, at Sunday schools, at children’s meetings and church services, all of which 
have had those who spent time under their instruction but, at the end of the day, rejected 
what it was they heard and embraced a godless and Christ-rejecting lifestyle?  

Indeed, such an argument could be used against the effectiveness of the Saviour’s minis-
try, for did not He have those who followed Him and sat under His ministry, and witnessed 
His miracles, only to turn and forsake Him for the world, as those for example in John 
6:66. “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.”  

No, such rejection of the truth does not tell against the truth but against those who reject 
it. It underscores the power of the sin that is in the heart of men. Sinners may be brought 
face to face with Christ and the reality of His kingdom and yet still be deceived by sin and 
persuaded to reject the truth for the lie. So it was with Judas, who witnessed miracles and 
heard words that only the other apostles of Christ were privileged to observe and hear, 
and yet he is in hell today! It underscores how the right use of the means of grace still re-
quires the blessing of God upon them to make them effective. As the seed needs the rain 
to cause it to germinate and grow, so the best of teaching and instruction, whether in the 
home, Sunday school class, from the pulpit or within the Christian school, must be accom-
panied by the blessing of God’s Holy Spirit or nothing lasting will come of the instruction.  

It underscores that it is not the turning back of the few, but the heeding of the instructions 
of God’s Word by any at all, that ought to be the subject of wonder! That any of our chil-
dren believe the gospel and trust in the Saviour’s blood and righteousness is a miracle of 
grace. The rejection of Christ is the normal, natural outworking of man’s depraved nature. 
Given the numerous influences and pressures exercised upon the human heart from within, 
from beneath and from all around, it is a miracle of the divine grace that any believe! As it 
took a miracle of God’s mercy and power to preserve Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in 
the fiery furnace and Daniel in the lions’ den, so for any of this world’s population to be-
lieve the gospel and benefit from its teaching takes a miracle of grace.  

Yes, let us mourn over the wayward and lament their folly but let us also remember to re-
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joice over the obedient and the repentant. Let us not criticise the right use of God’s means 
of grace, even though it may be despised and rejected by some, but let us pray for every 
effort that is made, in accordance with the teaching of God’s Word, to raise children in the 
fear, nurture and admonition of the Lord.  


