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Ahern says ‘No’ again to Sinn Fein in government  
 

Bertie Ahern, the Irish prime minister, has repeated and 
strengthened his refusal to consider a coalition with Sinn 
Fein. He said that even if Sinn Féin were to end all associa-
tion with the IRA and violence, a considerable time would 
have to pass before they could be trusted either to join his 
party in coalition or support a Fianna Fáil-led government 
from the back benches.  

In reply to a newspaper questionnaire, Mr Ahern and the leaders of 
all the other major Irish political parties have definitively rejected 
any government role for Sinn Féin in the next Dáil. But it was the 
Taoiseach who was most emphatic in his rejection of Sinn Féin.  

In a damning repudiation of Sinn Féin leader Gerry Adams, Mr 
Ahern said there would be “insuperable constitutional difficulties” in 

Sinn Féin going into government. “There can only be one army and one system of justice 
in the State,” he declared. “Sinn Féin has to resolve its relationship with the IRA before be-
coming part of a sovereign Irish government, exercising collective responsibility for justice 
and defence,” he said. Asked if there were any circumstances which may arise before the 
General Election in which they would participate in a coalition that included Sinn Féin, he 
replied: “Even if the IRA were disbanded, all weapons put beyond use and there was a 
complete end to vigilantism and punishment attacks north and south, and full support 
given to the Police Service of Northern Ireland, there would be insufficient time to establish 
confidence for Government participation to be realistic.”  

Mr Ahern’s rejection of Sinn Féin as a coalition partner in the present circumstances was 
echoed by Fine Gael leader Michael Noonan, Labour leader Ruairi Quinn, and Mary Harney 
of the Progressive Democrats.  

It is difficult to see how Ahern can square his stand in the Irish Republic with the position 
that he and the British government forced upon the unionists of Northern Ireland, who un-
der the “Belfast Agreement” were compelled to accept into government the very people he 
rejects! 
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