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Statement from the Free Presbyterian ministers in Co. Tyrone fol-
lowing the bombing of Omagh, issued on Saturday, 15th August at
10.30 p.m.

As ministers of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, we offer our heart-felt sympathy to all
those who sorrow and grieve over the loss of loved ones and all those who are suffering
from injuries, inflicted by the cruel and wicked act of republican murderers in our county
town of Omagh today. May the God of all mercy draw near to the broken-hearted and
touch the broken bodies of those injured in hospital.

We condemn the murderous action of those who planted the bomb and who planned the
maximising of the slaughter by deliberately misleading the security forces as to the loca-
tion of the bomb and thus ensuring that many had gathered in the area of the explosion.
Such cunning displays a satanic cruelty, unmatched in the long period of Ulster's terrorist
troubles.

We accuse our Government and in particular the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and the North-
ern Ireland Secretary of State, Mo Mowlam, of pursuing a policy in Northern Ireland that
has encouraged this atrocity and the many others that have gone before, by seeking to
placate terrorism through immoral concessions such as the present early release of con-
victed terrorists. Yesterday's murderous monsters have become today's ministers-in-
waiting! We have already heard words of condemnation from the lips of those politicians,
who favour the release of convicted murderers and bombers, that are but an echo of the
words employed to condemn the actions of those terrorists they are now determined to
release. Let the people of Ulster remember that, had this bombing taken place two or three
years ago, the perpetrators of today's atrocity in Omagh (if indeed they had been con-
victed and jailed) would now be on the list of republicans due for release under the terms
of the "Peace Agreement.” The politicians who have supported the present policy of ap-
peasement that underwrites the "Peace Agreement” cannot escape having blood on their
hands after today's evil.

We would earnestly seek to warn the Protestant people not to be swept further from the
teaching of the Bible by the wave of ecumenical propaganda that has already begun in the
wake of the bombing. Surely by now we must see that more of the same evil medicine that
has brought such depravity on to our streets cannot possibly cure it! For over thirty years,
we have been told that the abandonment of the Biblical creeds of the Protestant Reforma-
tion is the way forward to harmony and peace. Rather it has been the way that has led our
Province into judgment. A return to God's Word, rather than greater abandonment of it, is
the way to peace and safety.

We call on all who love Christ in truth to humble themselves before God and pray for a
spiritual awakening to be granted to this land. Perhaps, as the afflictions wrought upon the
Israelites by the Midianites promoted repentance and a seeking of God and ultimately a
return to obedience by Israel with its consequent blessings for the nation, the evil of this
day's tragedy will bring home to us all the need for a seeking of God with the whole heart.

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek
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my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land, 2 Chronicles 7:14.



