The Burning Bush—Online article archive
NSPCC opposes Bible on discipline
Under the headlines: Clergyman says 'spare the rod...' A
Free Presbyterian minister has said that disobedient children deserve to receive corporal punishment." The Irish
News, Northern Ireland's main Roman Catholic newspaper, reported on the article on disciplining children carried
in the October edition of The Burning Bush.
The report contained comments by the Belfast National
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children team
manager Patricia McGoldrick. She is reported as having
said: "Under UK law, reasonable chastisement is allowed
but we believe the law should be reformed. Many European countries have banned corporal punishment and after changing the law there has been a change in attitudes
in society.
We believe there are other positive ways of dealing with
disciplining children. Children should be afforded the
same rights as adults. If one adult hit another they could
be prosecuted for assault. We see no reason why children
should be different."
We take issue with Patricia McGoldrick on this matter.
Firstly, irrespective of what changes other European
countries may have introduced, the Word of God stands
unchanged and unchanging and is the only rule of faith
and practice for those who call themselves Christians.
God knows better what is best and right for our children
than does any European parliament and it is His Word we
ought to obey, rather than the changing notions of societies cut adrift from truth.
Secondly, she rightly says that if "one adult hit another
they could be prosecuted for assault", the grounds for
prosecution being that the striker had no authority to do
so. But God has given parents the authority to discipline their children physically whenever
they do wrong and defy parental authority. Such action is not unlawful. Such a view has
been enshrined in law for a long time and it is only in this day of apostasy and lawlessness,
when right has become wrong and wrong has become right, that there is a lobbying for
change.
If it is now the policy of the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children to
deprive parents of the right to punish their children in the manner God decrees, then it is
not acting in the interests of children. It is hardly living up to its name since to deprive
children of proper discipline is one of the cruellest things that adults can do. God's Word
says : The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to
1

The Burning Bush—Online article archive
shame, Proverbs 29:15.
I have no hesitation in saying that behind the sad cases in recent times, involving children
engaged in the most heinous criminal acts, there lie a neglecting of parental duties and a
failure to exercise the loving discipline that God's Word directs parents to engage in.
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