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The Amazing Gospel  
 

The synopsis of a sermon preached in Kilskeery Free Presbyterian Church on 
Lord’s Day evening, January 20th, by Rev. Ivan Foster.  

“And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, 
What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the 
unclean spirits, and they do obey him,” Mark 1:27.  

From the very beginning of His ministry, the Lord Jesus amazed men with His words and 
deeds. In fact, His power to amaze was manifested long before He began His public minis-
try. “And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers,” Luke 
2:47. These words refer to the time, when as a twelve-year-old boy he spoke with “the 
doctors” in the temple with astonishing wisdom and knowledge. Following His ascension, 
the power of Christ, accompanying the gospel ministry of the disciples, continued to amaze 
men. On the day of Pentecost, those that heard the disciples speaking under the anointing 
of God’s Spirit, marvelled.“And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to an-
other, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?” Acts 2:7. The gospel of Christ is 
still today an amazing gospel. We must lament that there is not the measure of the power 
of the Holy Ghost abroad today amongst Christians as there was on the day of Pentecost, 
but still the gospel is an amazing message.  

I. THE GOSPEL AMAZES MEN FOR IT REVEALS TO THEM THEIR HIDDEN HEART  

Man is a mystery to himself—physically, mentally and, above all, spiritually. Much of the 
knowledge possessed today by doctors has come into their possession in the last 100-150 
years. That which is counted commonplace and known by every schoolchild, was a su-
preme mystery to the most learned minds in the land a century ago. It must be said that 
even that which man confidently asserts as medical truth today, may need to be amended 
tomorrow for experience has taught us so. There is mystery written over the creation 
around us. Telescopes have been around for quite some time. I understand that the first 
recorded use of such an instrument dates back to 1608. They have greatly improved since 
that, but no matter how much man improves them, they still cannot see to the borders of 
the limitless space that surrounds us. But it is the world within man that poses the greatest 
mystery to man. He cannot see anything at all of that world. He is utterly ignorant of an 
accurate understanding of himself. He is unaware of the real nature that dwells within him 
and disbelieving when it is explained to him. When it is revealed to him by the gospel, he 
is astounded with himself.  

1.The gospel is a revealer of the secret nature of men. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
urging upon them restraint in their use of the gift of tongues and pressed for a preaching 
of the gospel instead, in order that the stranger coming into their services might benefit 
from the message of God rather than hearing them speak in an unknown language. The 
benefit the visitor would receive on hearing God’s Word would be an understanding of his 
own heart. “And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest,” 1 Cor 14:25. The gospel 
is as a mirror in which a man may view his unseen self. What a strange world it would be if 
there were not mirrors, no reflective surfaces upon which we may look at our likeness. We 
would never know what we looked like! We would have to rely on the description given by 
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others. God’s mirror, His Word, is the only means of seeing a reflection of our spiritual like-
ness. “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding 
his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was,” James 1:23-24. In God’s Word is revealed our 
true likeness.  

2. The gospel reveals to man a heart he can not know any other way. The human 
heart is unknown! “The heart is deceitful above all things . . . who can know it?” Jeremiah 
17:9. It is unknowable!! “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool,” Proverbs 28:26. A 
fool because he is trusting in that of which he knows nothing. We don’t place our riches in 
the hands of those we do not know! Yet how many trust the musings of their own heart 
when it comes to the salvation of their souls. Many of you have committed your soul’s 
eternal keeping to a hope that has the sanction of your own heart, but which is denounced 
as empty and false by the Lord. Peter did not know his own heart when Christ told him of 
his coming denial. He protested most vehemently against the Lord. He knew himself better 
than the Saviour, he thought. “And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because 
of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scat-
tered. But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee. But Peter said unto him, 
Although all shall be offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto 
thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee in 
any wise. Likewise also said they all,” Mark 14:27-31. He learned the hard way that the 
Saviour was right and he did not really know his own heart!  

3. The gospel reveals the heart to be a pit of iniquity. What was said of Jerusalem, 
may be said of every man’s heart. “As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she casteth 
out her wickedness,” Jeremiah 6:7. It was the same prophet who taught us: “the heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked,” Jeremiah 17:9. Man who delights to 
think of himself as righteous, is amazed to hear this truth about himself.  

II. THE GOSPEL AMAZES MEN FOR IT REVEALS GOD  

Ought not a revelation of the Creator be truly amazing when we consider how amazingly 
splendid is His creation? How foolish are men’s notions about God! Paul hit the nail on the 
head when he spoke to that most informed of societies, the Greek wise men of Athens. 
“Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in 
all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found 
an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor-
ship, him declare I unto you,” Acts 17:22-23. Modern philosophy owes much to the learn-
ing of the Greeks and yet they were ignorant of the God Who Created them. They knew 
enough to know that they owed worship and reverence to a Being, but knew nothing of 
that Being. It is of Him the gospel speaks!  

1. The form in which God is to be worshipped amazes men. “Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the in-
iquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my com-
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mandments,” Ex. 20:4-6. Think of man’s cathedrals and temples and shrines and then look 
at what God says here. How far removed is man’s notions of God, and what He desires of 
men by way of worship, from God’s revelation of His will.  

I came across the following news bulletin of poor blinded men seeking to please God and 
improve their standing with Him.  

“Russian faithful plunge into icy water as holy act at Epiphany.” “Snow covered the banks 
of a river near Moscow where several hundred people led by Orthodox priests slid along an 
icy path on 19 January to cleanse their souls and bodies with the river water. A small choir 
singing in Church Slavonic was barely audible to onlookers striving to get a glimpse of the 
activity at the river's edge. A priest dipped a heavy liturgical cross hanging on a rope into 
the water, making the sign of the cross three times. Minutes later, sweaters and sheepskin 
coats were dropped on the snow, and the bravest of the pilgrims, hurriedly crossing them-
selves, plunged into the icy river.”  

This is not how God would have us worship Him. “God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth,” John 4:24. It is with the heart we draw near 
to God, not with bodily rituals and activities. “This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me,” Matthew 15:8.  

2. The mediator by Whom God is to be approached amazes men. From the first man 
got this wrong. “And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of 
the ground an offering unto the LORD,” Genesis 4:3. Man still believes, until taught by the 
gospel, that the works of his hands will sufficiently atone for sin. “Forasmuch as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold . . . but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot,” 1 Peter 1:18-19. It 
is the blood of Christ alone which can atone for sin.  

3. The faith that God demands amazes men. Faith not works saves the sinner and he 
finds that hard to accept. Justification by faith in Christ alone is a hard concept for men to 
grasp. They are amazed to learn that this is what the Bible teaches. It was the rejection of 
this truth that gave rise to the great divisions in Europe in the 16th century.  

4. The mercy that God exercises amazes men. Psalm 103:8-12. “Who is a God like 
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his 
heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy,” Micah 7:18. 
Heaven will ring throughout eternity with the praises of a redeemed people rejoicing in the 
amazing grace of God.  

5. The changes Christ can make amazes men. Are not the gospel records filled with 
the astonished exclamations of those who witnessed Christ’s power to bless and heal? Our 
text is but one such record. There are many more, of which Mark 5:42 is but one example. 
“And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. 
And they were astonished with a great astonishment.” Mark 7:37 is another. “And were 
beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf 
to hear, and the dumb to speak.”  

6. The heaven that God has prepared amazes men. Paul saw something of the glory 
of heaven, but on speaking of the event, it was so beyond man’s understanding, he was 
forbidden to elaborate. “How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable 
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words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter,” 2 Cor. 12:4. How amazing will be the 
place purchased by the blood of God’s dear Son and which has been prepared from the 
foundations of the world!  

III. THE GOSPEL AMAZES MEN BY THE JUDGMENT IT REVEALS  

The terrible judgment that awaits men who defy God and reject His mercy is truly aston-
ishing. The destruction of the old world in Noah’s day, the destruction of the Egyptians at 
the Red Sea and of the rebels who followed Korah in Number 16:32 — all these things 
struck the nations with awe and amazement at the time and ever since when the accounts 
of these things are told. However, these are but dull representations of the dreadful judg-
ments of God which will be yet revealed against sinners. What of the day when Christ re-
turns? “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earth-
quake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 
And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, 
when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled 
together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from 
the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great 
day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” Revelation 6:12-17. What a 
horror of amazement on that day!  

But what of that even greater day — the day of the final judgment of the wicked? “And I 
saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire.” Revelation 20:11-15.  

When sinful men hear the dreadful sentence and are hurled out into the darkness of eter-
nal damnation and the sufferings of the lake of fire and brimstone, what astonishment will 
grip their beings!  

Those that heard the gospel and yet repeatedly rejected it, will they not be amazed at their 
own folly; at their own stupidity; at their own madness? As they go away amidst weeping 
and wailing and gnashing of teeth, will not sinners be overwhelmed by a horrific astonish-
ment of that which has overtaken them.  

I urge upon you to give heed to the gospel message. Do not put it from you in unbelief. 
Come to the Christ the gospel proclaims for cleansing from the sins within your heart which 
it has brought to your notice.  

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but 
now am found; Was blind, but now I see.  
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’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved; How precious did 
that grace appear The hour I first believed!  

Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come; Tis grace has brought me 
safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.  

The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; He will my Shield and Por-
tion be, As long as life endures.  

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease, I shall possess within 
the veil A life of Joy and peace.  

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow; The sun forbear to shine; But God, who called me 
here below, Will be for ever mine.  

When we've been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun, We've no less days 
to sing God's praise Than when we'd first begun.  

—John Newton, 1725-1807.  

 

May John Newton’s experience of the amazing gospel be yours also.  


