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A breakfast of humble pie
It is clear that Michelle O’Neill and her party have had a most ill-tasting breakfast of ‘humble pie’ this Friday
morning.
Not a great start to the day!
However, many trust that it is the start of a bringing down and a reining in of this undemocratic, law-defying
bunch of terrorism-supporting malcontents which have plagued our country for a very long time indeed!
Sadly, this has been brought about, not by the party that decades ago boastfully paraded around promising
to ’Smash Sinn Fein’ only to go on to elevate that which it promised to smash to a position of government
by entering a power-sharing agreement with it.
The Democratic Unionist Party has gained for itself a most unenviable label of being a ‘Lundy Party. It has
earned that title by repeatable acting as did the Londonderry siege Governor, Robert Lundy, who high-tailed
it in a cowardly abandonment of his duty at the height of the threat from the forces of James. The DUP has
been on the retreat before Sinn Fein/IRA for nigh on twenty years. It has sold-out on virtually every promise
it ever made to the Loyalist people. Power-sharing with terrorists, abortion, sodomite perversions - all these
matters have seen the DUP abandon what once it professed!
We must be thankful for the decision of the judge before whom this matter was brought and those victims
of terrorism who challenged the failure of Stormont in the court.
However, we must watch with diligence to see whether Sinn Fein will make good its word to act in this matter as the law requires.
Sadly, we have few in the political realm who will act as watchmen for us, with the exception of Mr Jim Allister who is the only one totally opposed to the DUP sell-out.

Michelle O’Neill says she will nominate Stormont department to progress Troubles pension after scathing High Court ruling
Sinn Fein Deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill has said she will nominate a Stormont department to progress a compensation scheme for injured victims of the Northern Ireland Troubles after a High Court judge
ruled that an ongoing delay was unlawful.
By David Young, Belfast Newsletter - Friday, 21st August 2020, 12:31 pm
A judge ruled that Stormont’s Executive Office is acting unlawfully
in delaying the introduction of a compensation scheme for injured
victims of the Northern Ireland Troubles.
The joint legal challenge was brought by Jennifer McNern, who lost
both legs in a Troubles bombing in 1972, and Brian Turley, one of
the “hooded men” who were arrested and interrogated by the British Army in 1971.

Michelle O’Neill

The payment scheme, which should have opened to applications
at the end of May, is in limbo due to a dispute between Sinn Fein
and the Government over eligibility criteria that are set to exclude
anyone convicted of inflicting serious harm during the Troubles.
Sinn Fein claims the scheme would be discriminatory and would
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potentially exclude thousands of people from the republican community.
In a separate row, the Stormont administration and the UK Government have been at odds over who should
pay for the scheme.
In a scathing judgment delivered in Belfast High Court, Justice McAlinden said the Executive Office (TEO)
was under a “clear, unqualified and unconditional obligation” to designate a Stormont department to take
forward the scheme by establishing a victims payment board by May 29.
The judge said any argument to the contrary was “obtuse, absurd and irrational”.
He dismissed as “nonsense” a TEO contention that the court should not involve itself in what it claimed was
a political dispute.
The judge said TEO was deliberately stymieing the introduction of the scheme in a bid to pressure Northern
Ireland Secretary Brandon Lewis to change the terms of the scheme.
He said TEO’s stance was “truly shocking” and demonstrated a “wilful disregard” for, or “abject ignorance”
of, the rule of law.
Justice McAlinden said Deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill was the only minister in TEO taking this stance,
and highlighted how First Minister Arlene Foster, having initially adopted the same position, had now made
clear she was willing to designate a department immediately.
Justice McAlinden gave TEO seven days to respond to the judgment.
Ms O’Neill said: “I remain convinced that this scheme will be exclusionary, discriminatory and divisive. Its
policy intent was and remains to create a hierarchy of victims, and reinforce the British state narrative
around the conflict.
“As joint Head of Government I remain committed to delivering a scheme which is based on equality and
open to everyone who was seriously physically and psychologically injured during the conflict.
“In light of the court ruling, therefore, I am left with no alternative other than to designate a department.
“However, that designation will require the Executive to work together to secure the additional funds from
Westminster for the cost of the scheme and get further clarity on eligibility and applications.”
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