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Honouring the memory of Jesus Christ is more important than honouring the memory of 
anyone else 
An article by Rev. Brian McClung poster on his Sound of an alarm blog site 
 
It is being reported that Peter Robinson is going to attend the funeral of murdered Roman 
Catholic police officer Ronan Kerr. This means that he is going to attend the Roman Catho-
lic Mass. Back in the month of February this year Peter Robinson indicated that he would 
do this. 
To read more of what he said then, click on this link for the Belfast Telegraph report.  
 
Republican terrorists, encouraged by seeing those who previously engaged in the same ac-
tivity now elevated to high office and pandered to at every turn, are increasing their capac-
ity to maim and kill. The sympathy of those whose trade in the past has been murder and 
mayhem is pure 'cant'. 
 
Peter Robinson would be regularly briefed on the prevailing security situation here in Ul-
ster. He may well have calculated that this day would arrive sooner or later in Northern 
Ireland where sadly a police officer, and a Roman Catholic one at that, would be murdered. 
That may well be what lay behind his comments some weeks ago. His announcement then 
was to pave the way for him actually attending the mass. 
 
It is not being disrespectful to the dead to say that because of your religious beliefs you 
cannot attend the Roman Catholic Mass. As pointed out previously by the Free Presbyte-
rian Church, the chief Jewish Rabbi refused to enter Westminster Abbey at the time of 
Princess Diana's funeral because of his religious beliefs. He was praised for the manner in 
which he conducted himself. 
 
It might bring short term political advantage to Peter Robinson but it will do no one any 
good to dishonour the name of Jesus Christ in this way. To a Bible believer the Mass is a 
'blasphemy' as the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of Ireland rightly state. It is an attack 
upon the finished work of Jesus Christ and because of this no Protestant should attend the 
Mass. 
 
Honouring the memory of Jesus Christ is more important than honouring the memory of 
any one else. Christ and His honour must come first every time. To love God above and 
before everything and everyone else is the first great commandment; to love our 
neighbour is the second great commandment, Matt 22:37-39:  
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
This same principle was repeated by the Lord Jesus in a different context in Luke 
14:26,27: 
If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  

http://soundofanalarm.blogspot.com�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-12967356�
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/northern-ireland/dups-peter-robinson-irsquoll-go-to-catholic-mass-15090877.html�


The Burning Bush—Online article archive 

2 

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 
 
For whatever reason Peter Robinson has reversed this divine order. He has put the honour 
of his neighbour before the honour of Jesus Christ. 
 
In putting the honour of Christ first it will seem at times that we are hating others we love 
dearly. But this is what it means to put Christ first in our lives and this is what the New 
Testament calls upon us to do. We cannot profess to follow Christ and neglect His word: If 
ye love me keep my commandments, He said in John 14:15.  
 
There is a reproach that must be borne when faithfully doing so. No doubt there will be 
much invective directed at those who oppose Peter Robinson attending the Mass. It will be 
caricatured as unloving and dishonouring to a murder victim. 
 
Ronan Kerr deserves our respect and his family deserve our sympathy. Every Bible believer 
believes murder is wrong on every account. There are however other ways to honour 
the memory of someone wickedly murdered as Ronan Kerr has been. The dead can be re-
spected and Christ's honour maintained. Going to the Mass does not do this.  


